Hospital privileges for family physicians at university hospitals.
Of the more than 350 family practice residency programs in the United States, 72 are affiliated with a medical school. Seventy-eight percent of these university programs hospitalize all or some of their patients at a university hospital. These hospitals grant various privileges to family physicians with the following frequencies: general medicine (94 percent), adult intensive care (50 percent), coronary care (65 percent), general pediatrics (81 percent), pediatric intensive care (29 percent), normal newborn nursery (79 percent), intensive care nursery (12 percent), routine obstetrics (77 percent), and high-risk obstetrics (31 percent). Sixteen (22 percent) of the university-based programs do not use a university hospital at all, either because the university hospital is too far away or because there is no university hospital. Only one program does not use the university hospital because of difficulty in obtaining privileges. Family physicians are unable to obtain various hospital privileges because of political reasons at the following percentages of university hospitals: general medicine (2 percent), adult intensive care (33 percent), coronary care (40 percent), general pediatrics (8 percent), pediatric intensive care (31 percent), newborn nursery (8 percent), intensive care nursery (29 percent), routine obstetrics (13 percent), and high-risk obstetrics (17 percent).